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Member Participation in Farm Women Group Activities in Mueang District
of Chonburi Province
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The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic information and other
information of Farm Women Group in Mueang District of Chonburi Province (2) member participation in
Farm Women Group Activities in Mueang District of Chonburi Province (3) problems and suggestions
for member participation in Farm Women Group activities in Mueang District of Chonburi Province.

Population in this study comprised a number of 16 groups of Farm Women Group in Mueang
District, Chonburi Province who had previously registered with Department of Agriculture up to the
present totally 440 members. Taro Yamane formula was used to identify each sample group by
identifying size of sample group for the study and followed by simple random sampling. Data was
collected by interview form. Statistics employed included frequency, mean, minimum value,
maximum value and standard deviation.

Findings were as follows. (1) The average age of Farm Women Group members was 55.52
years. Most of them were married and educated higher than Prathom 4. Originally, they have been
living here as the domicile since their ancestor. Their average number of family members was 3.72
persons. Their average membership duration in Farm Women Group was 13.17 years. Most of them
were community leaders such as member of Tambon Administration Organization/Local Administration
Organization/Municipal. Status of Farm Women Group was membership in Farm Women Group at
sub-district level, and membership in other group i.e. Women Development Group. (2) Most of them
mainly made their living by growing tree crops. Their subordinate occupation was small business.
Their average household income from agricultural sector was 159,380.95 baht/year while their average
income from non-agricultural sector was 177,285.71 baht/year. In the past year, their expenditure
included costs to invest for making their livings; revenue received from operation of Farm Women
Group was dividend. (3) Inspiration for joining Farm Women Group membership was because they
wanted to contact authorities, secondly they wanted to make friends and to build marketing network as
well as to participate in group activity. (4) Participation in Farm Women Group member ship was
planning to develop these farm women group memberships which were in the highest level secondly,
they wanted to plan and develop their skills. (5) The problems of participation for joining farm women
group were there was little involvement in joning the activities among the group, the committee lack of
knowledge in managing the corporate. Moreover the members do not have opportunity to have training
or exchange program with other organization. (6) The proposal was the authorities should visit and take
care of them more often, expecially the authorities who were in change of activities of the farm women

group.

Keywords: Participation, Farm women group, Mueang District, Chonburi Province
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